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    MV BRIGHTSTAR MYSTERY: 3 Indians among 49 killed in Continental air crash in Buffalo, NY n Reports: Build up of 
ice on plane could be reason behind crash n 49 people killed as continental airline crashes in Buffalo, New York n Plane 
was heading towards Buffalo Niagara International Airport 3 INDIANS KILLED IN AIR CRASH: 3 Indians among 49 
killed in Continental air crash in Buffalo, NY n Reports: Build up of ice on plane could be reason behind crash n 49 
people killed as continental airline crashes in Buffalo, New York n Plane was heading towards Buffalo Niagara 
International Airport DERAILMENT KILLS 16: 16 dead after 11 bogies of Coromandel Express derails in Orissa n 

Railways Min Lalu Prasad: Compensation for train derailment MUTHALIK IN CUSTODY: Ram Sena chief Muthalik in 
preventive custody in Bangalore n Ram Sena Convenor Prasad Attawar also in preventive custody n Over 350 of 
Muthalik's supporters have also been arrested in Bangalore n Precautionary measures being taken to prevent untoward 
incidents 
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DGCA to engage AAI in CNS, ATM systems   

2/13/2009 9:07:34 PM 

To tide over the manpower shortage in critical departments at airports, the Directorate 
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) will engage the services of trained personnel from the 
Airports Authority of India (AAI) to carry out safety over-sight functions. The two 
departments, where this is proposed to be done are the Communications, Navigation and 
Surveillance (CNS) and Air Traffic Management (ATM) at airports pan-India.  
 
Presently, the Aerodrome Standard Directorate, a part of the DGCA, performs these 
functions. This would, however, be interim DGCA said, in a draft circular, adding that “the 
seconded inspectors will also assist DGCA in the preparations of guidelines, checklists and 

other associate works.”  
 
The seconded CNS inspectors will have the powers to carry out periodic inspection and surveillance of the aeronautical 
telecommunication stations to ensure that the performance and maintenance of the CNS equipment is in accordance with 
the stipulated guidelines, the DGCA said.  
 
Besides, commissioning of the CNS, the inspectors would also assist the Directorate of Airspace and Air Traffic Management 
in the DGCA for certification and formulation of related regulation and guidance material amongst others, the draft circular 
said.  
 
The ATM inspectors would 'oversight' all matters related to licensing of Air Traffic Control Officers (ATCOs) as also with 
matters relating to airspace management like navigation procedures for ATS route, performance-based navigation 
procedures and terminal Instrument Approach Landing (IAL) procedures, among others.  
 
However, according to an AAI official, the DGCA decision to engage AAI personnel could lead to more short fall in the 
numbers of CNS/ATM officials within the undertaking. "AAI already has a shortage of CNS and ATM personnel. Currently, we 
have some 1,800 CNS officials against a sanctioned strength of 3,200 officials," the AAI official said.  
 
Besides, the ATM is already falling short by at least 500 officials. It currently has 1,700 personnel whereas the total 
sanctioned strength is 2,200, he said. "In the backdrop of 43 and 25 per cent manpower shortage in both CNS and ATM, the 
DGCA’s new guidelines, will only aggravate the manpower shortage situation in AAI," the official said.  
 
(With inputs from agencies)
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Harry fails in test
 
 

  
 
Just days after he 
got into a major 
controversy over a 
racist remark, Prince 
Harry has suffered 
yet another setback 
this year by failing in 
his first flying test.  
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